
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

ELQQR. ..DEBATE

Ma r c h  26, 2002 LB 1040

We h av e a whole m o r n i n g  of evi d e n c e  that t hat is not working. 
My guess, it costs us, costs the state far over a m i llion 
dollars. D e p a rtment of Mo t o r  V e hicles says it only costs 
somewhere in the n e i g h b o r h o o d  of seven h u n d r e d  to eight h u ndr ed  
tho u s a n d  dollars a year, and that's no t  cou n t i n g  the m o n e y  we're 
ta l k i n g  about here. Is that right, S e n ator C o n n e a l y ?  C o u l d  you 
answ er  a question, please?

S E N AT OR CONNEALY: Yes.

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: The m o n e y  we're t a l k i n g  about here has
n o thing to do w ith the mo n e y  t hat D e p a r t m e n t  of M o t o r  Vehicles
is spending for ALR. Is that right?

SENATOR CONNEALY: That's right.

S E N AT OR Dw. PEDERSEN: Okay. So this . . . t h i s  is just over and
above that, so I k now that it's g o i n g  to h it a m i l l i o n  dollars
or more for ALR, and I can tell y ou p e o p l e  A L R  is no t  working.
W h e n  we have a session that w e ' r e  h a v i n g  w h e n  w e  n e e d  to find 
dolla rs and really n eed to cut dollars, this is wh e r e  we n eed to 
go b ack to the bure a u c r a t s  and say, look up the p r ograms you
h ave that are no t  w o r k i n g  a nd cut them, or that are doing
n o t h i n g  and cut them, or take a look at a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and cut 
them. I'm r eso lved to the fact that we are n ot really cutting 
anybody. We come and we say, y ou take a c e rtain p e r c e n t a g e  and 
y o u take a c e rtain percentage, and t hey t ake a p r o g r a m  t hat  the 
p e o p l e  like or t h a t 's d o i n g  somet h i n g  for th e  p e o p l e  and they 
cut t hat and make us scream. It's easy for them to come and ask 
for m illions and twe n t y  m i l l i o n s  and te n  m i l l i o n  at a time, but 
w hen we cut them one m i l l i o n  t h e y  scream like s omebody stepped 
on their toe. We n e e d  to take a look at what is not working. 
Senator T hompson has t a k e n  a look at p r o g r a m s . I thin k we need 
to do m ore of that, that we ' v e  put in, in the last ten years 
that I've been in the Legislature, and at least the last five 
years, and say let's start d o i n g  some c u tting of p r ograms that 
d o n ' t  w o r k  and don't  do anything, i n stead of just h i t t i n g  these
percentages. This money is over and above  what the D e p a rtment
of Motor V ehicles is spending for ALR. A n d  y ou o u g ht...the 
original p u rpose of AL R  was a g ood purpose, bu t  it's not 
working. There are sheriffs a nd chief of poli c e  peo p l e  out
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